
21 counties will host 25 Learn 
and Serve - Michigan school-
based programs in 2010-2011.  
 

These programs will mobilize 

more than 2,500 teachers to 

engage more than 50,000  

students in service-learning  

activities this year.  

Through more than 1,000,000 

hours of service-learning, those 

students will address issues  

important to their community and 

relevant to classroom learning. 

More than 5,000 adult volunteers will assist Learn and 

Serve - Michigan programs in completing community-

revitalization projects focused on issues such as: health 

education, food collection/distribution, child literacy,  

recycling, animal welfare, and others. 

 

 
Financial Impact 
 

The Michigan Community Service Commission, in partnership 
with the Michigan Department of Education, is granting 
$476,489 in Federal Funds for Learn and Serve -  
Michigan’s 2010-2011 school-based programs. 
 
Learn and Serve - Michigan’s school-based programs for  
2010-2011 will leverage $700,483 In Match Funds.  

What is Learn and Serve - Michigan?  
 

Service-learning is a teaching and  
learning approach that connects  

meaningful service to the community 
with classroom instruction. When done 

well, it enriches learning, cultivates  
responsibility, and fosters personal 

growth. Service-learning helps youth  
see beyond the classroom and into the 
community where they can learn math,  

science, language arts, and other  
required subjects by addressing  

community needs and solving real-life 
problems.   

 
Service-learning creates a commitment 
among young people to be part of the 

solution - and also increases their  
likelihood of becoming life-long  

volunteers.   
 

Learn and Serve - Michigan,  
administered by the Michigan  

Community Service Commission (MCSC) 
in partnership with the  

Michigan Department of Education, is 
part of the Learn and Serve America 

grant program supported by the  
Corporation for National and  

Community Service. The MCSC funds  
the development and implementation  

of high-quality, academic service- 
learning programs in K-12 schools.  

 

“Service-learning has a positive 
impact on students’ academic 
achievement, personal and  

social development, and civic 
engagement. It provides  

numerous opportunities for  
students to apply what they are 

learning to solve real-world 
community problems.” 

 
Mike Flanagan  

Superintendent of Public  
Instruction, Michigan  

Department of Education 

Bringing Learning to LifeBringing Learning to Life  
Learn and Serve Learn and Serve --  MichiganMichigan  



In 2009-2010, Learn and Serve - Michigan  
supported 20 school-based programs. 
 

2,508 teachers engaged 29,181 students in 606,937 hours of  

service-learning in the 2009-2010 school year.  

1,212 adult volunteers assisted Learn and Serve - Michigan  

participants in addressing local issues through community-revitalization 

projects. 

 
 

Service-learning has been shown to: 
 

Build critical thinking and communication skills, 

Increase student motivation, and 

Improve academic knowledge and performance. 

 

 

Based on research conducted by RMC, Inc.,  
organizations that partner with students on  
service-learning say the activity: 

 

Positively affects students’ respect for others, 

Creates commitment to working on social or  

     community problems, 

Encourages a sense of belonging to a community,      

     and 

Boosts self-esteem through enabling students to   

     view their achievements.  

“As a member of the  
Michigan Community  

Service Commission Board 
and a life-long educator, I 
am proud of the impact 

service-learning has on our 
state’s students both 
through service AND  

academics. Service-learning 
brings relevancy to learning 
and helps students connect 
to and better understand 
their community, school, 
and the needs of others.” 

 
Michael J. Hill 

Superintendent,  
Traverse Bay  

Intermediate School District  
& MCSC Commissioner 
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“My involvement in service-learning has 
made me more committed to the issues 

that matter most to me in my community 
and on a broader scale. It’s exciting to 

make a difference as a young student and 
impact many others; including my peers, 

my neighbors, and those in need.” 
 

Gordie Stene 
Belding High School Graduate 

 


